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TASRAIL LAUNCHES NATIONAL RAIL SAFETY WEEK 2012  
Monday 13 August to Sunday 19 August 

 
Each year, Australian and New Zealand rail operators, government bodies and police come 
together for National Rail Safety Week to promote rail safety in the community.   

According to TasRail Chief Executive, Damien White, National Rail Safety Week provides an 
additional and high profile opportunity to help educate the community about the correct 
behaviour at and around railways.   

Community Rail Safety is an important issue that affects the whole community.  The 
combination of inattention, poor decisions, trespass and reckless behaviour puts the lives of 
train drivers and the community at risk. 

Mr White said it was sad that already this year; one person had lost their life when a single 
driver motor vehicle collided with a train in May, but he said many more reported incidents had 
the potential to result in tragedy.  For the period 1/7/11 to 30/6/12 TasRail train drivers 
reported 69 level crossing near miss incidents, compared to 118 the previous year.   

TasRail is encouraged that the number of near miss incidents is reducing, but stresses that 
that each and every one of the 69 near misses had the potential to result in tragedy. 

“Level crossing collisions and near miss incidents have a devastating impact on everyone 
involved”, Mr White said.  “They cause significant trauma and anxiety to our train drivers and 
all of those involved in the aftermath and this type of trauma stays with a train driver for life.  It 
can severely affect health and well being, family relationships and subsequently quality of life, 
but these incidents shouldn’t happen and wouldn’t happen if road users always obeyed level 
crossing signs and signals”.  

National Rail Safety Week 2012 will see TasRail again launch a community education 
campaign about the correct behaviour at and around railways, with a series of television and 
radio advertisements that will also screen in Tasmanian cinemas.  The advertising 
complements other media being used by TasRail including Facebook and Twitter.    

Mr White is urging the community to think about what they put at risk when they choose to 
ignore level crossing warning signs and signals, or indulge in risk taking behaviour near trains 
and on the tracks.  

“In addition to level crossing incidents, we are seeing far too many senseless and dangerous 
acts on railway property” he said.  “These range from the theft of railway safety signs to youths 
jumping off railway bridges, throwing missiles at passing trains, and trying to hitch a ride on 
locomotives”.    

TasRail appreciates the assistance it receives from Tasmania Police to identify and prosecute 
offenders and also the support it receives from local media in highlighting the risks associated 
with this type of behaviour.    

 



Tasmania Police will also be participating in National Rail Safety Week through an increased 
presence at particular level crossings identified to have the highest incidence of near miss 
reports and/or collisions.  

For further rail safety information go to www.tracksafefoundation.com.au and check out the 
National Rail Safety Week website at www.ara.net.au 

 
 
Ends 
 
For more information or comment please contact: 
Jennifer Jarvis 
General Manager Corporate Relations 
Telephone: 03 6335 2603 or mobile 0428 139 238 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
TasRail CEO Damien White will be available for television and newspaper interviews 
between11.00 am and 12.30pm on Monday 13 August.  Morning radio interviews can be 
arranged on request.  Broadcast copies of the television and radio advertisements are also 
available. 
 
 
 

About TasRail  
TasRail is a State-owned Company, established by an Act of the Tasmanian Parliament to 
operate a rail business in Tasmania, effectively and efficiently and in accordance with 
sound commercial practice. With a workforce of around 250 men and women, Tasmania’s 
current freight task is approximately 2.5 million tonnes per year – generating annual 
revenue in the order of $30 million. TasRail conservatively estimates that the freight it 
transports by rail each year effectively removes the equivalent of 100,000 B-Double truck 
movements from the State’s road network. Even after taking into account the total of 
TasRail’s reported annual carbon emissions (fuel and energy), this equates to a net 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions of some 45,800 tonnes. 
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